CHAPTER   V
THE FRENCH GENERAL STAFF
HPHE French General Staff no longer believed in the
JL Foch principle of the last war that the best defence
was in attack. They were haunted by France's low
birth-rate and the discrepancy in numbers, 80,000,000
Germans against 40,000,000 Frenchmen. They wished
to save their men and they were waiting for the Germans
to break their strength in front of the powerful guns of
the Maginot Line. They believed that the final issue
would be a series of infantry batdes and that the French
soldier was better than the German. They regarded
the tank and the aeroplane as side issues, despite the
publicity Germany had given to her own activities in
this type of warfare and the experiments made in Spain
and Poland. The campaign carried on by Reynaud and
de Gaulle in favour of mass production of tanks and
'planes was met with coldness. Several years ago de
Gaulle wrote: " To-morrow entire armies will be
transported on caterpillars . . . A large fighting unit,
striking camp at dawn, will be fifty leagues away by
nightfall ... At least 2,000 tanks will be thrown into
the battle.'* He gives in his book a very accurate de-
scription of the methods used by the Germans to break
through on the Meuse and on the Somme.
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